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Church architecture is the outcome of an encounter between different tensions: 
the self-representation of a community and its ecclesiology; the society’s 
theological culture; the architectural culture of the patrons, the designers and the 
builders; the relationships between the figurative arts and the arts of celebration; 
and the relationship between the community and its institutional, economic, and 
landscape contexts.

In recent histories of church architecture, the history of forms and techniques has 
been increasingly accompanied by a focus on the history of liturgy and religiosity: 
the performance of the rites, with their functional and symbolic implications, is 
currently regarded as a decisive factor in modelling architectural space. “Liturgical 
space,” with its history of celebration, has gained an interdisciplinary place in the 
reconstruction of the circumstances surrounding ecclesiastical architecture.

This session aims to draw up a balance of the relationships between the history 
of architecture and the history of western Christian liturgies (and of Catholic 
and Reformed liturgies in particular), with a diachronic and interdisciplinary 
approach. The session’s focus will be the liturgical reforms seen as driving, or 
accelerating, “reforms” in architectural space. Obviously, the liturgical aspect 
does not resolve the interpretation of church architecture: contributors are asked 
to investigate the sources that can help gain an understanding of the actual role 
of rites and the liturgy in establishing the churches’ architectural program, and 
the mutual interaction with other factors.

Scholars are invited to address such focal points as the liturgical reforms of the 
second millennium of Western Christianity: the Gregorian Reform (eleventh 
century), the Lutheran, Calvinist and Anglican Reforms in north-central Europe, the 
Catholic Reform (or Counter Reformation) in Mediterranean Europe, the Liturgical 
Movement in the Christian churches of the twentieth century, the Second Vatican 
Council, and the current “Reform of Reforms” proposed in certain quarters of the 
ecclesiastical world.

Contributors are asked to concentrate on analyzing specific sources relevant to 
the topic (such as ecclesiastical archives, technical archives, or correspondence), 
and on a wide-ranging comparison of the available historiography, where possible 
suggesting new interdisciplinary routes to achieving a wider understanding of 
church architecture as a complex cultural phenomenon.
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