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Regionalism has had an intense if unbalanced existence in architectural history. Eclectic, 
romantic, nationalist, historicist, critical, resistant – numerous titles have been used 
to position design practices that engage with local and regional elements, originated 
in both formal and informal custom. Among these categories, critical regionalism 
(CR) had widespread impact and, thirty years on, still influences architectural debate. 
Although critiqued and questioned, it has become an umbrella-term and a benchmark 
against which complex and diverse local practices are hastily asserted.  

CR helped set the ground for a moralism of good and bad, avant-garde and populist use 
of regional features in design work – according to which critical is progressive, worthy 
of study and praise, while uncritical (eclectic, romantic, literal) is retrograde, and not 
equally relevant. This moral distinction and its insistence in binary oppositions bring 
about the ambivalent character of CR both as a “revisionary form of imperialist 
nostalgia” (Jacobs 1996), “often imposed from outside, from positions of authority” 
(Eggener 2002), and as a theory reverent towards attitudes of peripheral challenge to 
central hegemonic power. 

Notions of negotiation, interchange, assimilation, hybridity, and contamination linking 
modernism and regionalism have recently been introduced to complement the 
established view of antagonism between the two. More and more investigations show 
evidence of conciliation and blur conventional readings of opposition. The aims and 
ambitions of regions and local communities, however, remain hidden in generally 
centralized accounts. How were these formulated, and transferred to building 
practice? How were the cultural frames of metropolitan practitioners projected onto 
peripheral contexts? To what extent were local actors permeable to central agents?

We welcome papers that bring about discussion on the multiple facets of regionalism 
in Europe, and extend its boundaries. Regionalism studied in local sources or 
seen from the local standpoint, as well as constructed and issued from the centre. 
Regionalism observed in objects of the everyday built by locals, as much as in 
acknowledged works by central designers and agencies. Regionalism incorporating 
pastiche and nostalgia, familiar imagery and popular self-interpretation, discussed 
at the same level as cosmopolitan regionalism employing abstraction and exclusive 
references. Regionalism explored in its shades of grey, beyond the conventional 
black-and-white reading it has generally had from architectural history. 

regionalism redivivus. do we need a closer look? 
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