
This session aims to put into question the concept of “development” by focusing on the architectural-knowledge 
exchange after WWII between the “peripheries” struggling for alternative scenarios of modernization rather than 
subscribing to one model promoted by the center: the United States or the Soviet Union. Even if this period cannot be 
understood without accounting for the Cold-War polarities, this session challenges the reduction of postwar architecture 
and planning practices to the US or Soviet political domination and postulates a more differentiated view on alliances 
among professionals from modernizing countries away from central hubs.
Focused on post-colonial developments and nation-building processes, this session will review global knowledge 
exchange from the 1950s to the 1980s in order to unpack and expand the concept of “development.” With case studies 
including Israel’s construction aid in Sierra Leone, tourist development projects in postcolonial Cyprus, the 
projects of the Yugoslav firm Eneroprojekt in Nigeria, and the international exchanges around the masterplannig of 
Skopje after the 1963 earthquake, this session will address networks of professional knowledge transfer in order to offer 
a differentiated view on the agency of experts serving their countries, international organizations, as much as their own 
professional and personal goals.
This session aims at questioning the terms under which professional networks and global knowledge exchange in 
architecture and planning were operating after WWII. How and on what institutional bases were professional networks 
been set? How did they mediate local nuances of geopolitical contexts within the postwar global division of architectural 
labor and the flows of “development aid”? Did such networks challenge governments, educational systems, and 
professional organizations? How did competition and co- operation between professionals affect the production of new 
architectural knowledge? In what ways this knowledge developed and challenged architecture practices and discourses 
of post-war modernisms? What were the processes of developing knowledge in exchange with communities, political 
organizations, and associations of inhabitants?
With the resurfacing “cosmopolitan moment” (Beck, 2006) suggesting−in light of recent crises−an opportunity for a 
new world order, post-WWII knowledge exchange has gained a new historical significance. It draws attention to the 
role of architecture and architects in world affairs: while this session challenges the historically entrenched vision of 
architecture knowledge flow from “developed” to “developing” countries, it also affirms a very contemporary call for 
contextual cosmopolitism and rooted universalism.

Peripheral Hubs and Alternative Modernizations: Planning for Tourism in Postcolonial Cyprus
Petros Phokaides & Panayiota Pyla — National Technical University of Athens, Greece & University of Cyprus
The paper considers the multiple development visions advanced in postcolonial Cyprus and how they were shaped by 
the country’s ambivalent geopolitical positioning: First, there was the young state government’s self-conscious affiliation 
with the Non-Aligned movement, as early as the establishment of the Cyprus Republic in 1960. There was also Britain’s 
colonial influence, which left Cyprus with two military bases; and intense nationalist antagonisms between the two 
main (Greek and Turkish) communities of the island, which in turn, shook the delicate balances between two NATO 
allies, Greece and Turkey. Simultaneously, the United Nations was actively advancing development agendas, and from 
1963 onward, it tied these to its peace mission to eliminate intercommunal conflicts in Cyprus. All these sociopolitical 
realities became intertwined with the country’s nation-building efforts. 
The paper connects Cyprus’s complex geopolitical positioning to architectural and development agendas on the island, 
by analyzing three tourist development projects from the early 1970s:  a) a major state-owned tourist complex, designed 
by the British firm of Garnett, Cloughley and Blakemore; b) a hotel complex designed by a local firm for British owners; 
and c) a hotel designed by The Architects Collaborative in partnership with a Cypriot architect for a local private investor. 
By considering the larger movements of key agents—namely, Garnett’s prolific practice in the Mediterranean; the 
British investors’ tourist properties in Africa; and TAC’s role in the Middle East—the paper systematically maps the 
non-hierarchical and multidirectional nature of flows of capital and expertise in-and-out of Cyprus. In mapping these 
exchanges of knowledge (architectural and otherwise) the paper demonstrates how Cyprus acted as a peripheral hub of 
sorts. Because of the complexity and contradictions of Cyprus’s positioning via a vis cold war politics, the paper argues, 
local architectural culture was producing ad hoc modernization strategies that also became intertwined with other 
regional development practices, to ultimately challenge dominant cold war polarities.

Fast- Track Modernity: Israel’s Construction Aid on Sierra Leone’s Eve of Independence
Ayala Levin — Columbia University, U.S.
On April 27, 1961 the Sierra Leone House of Representatives declared independence in its newly built edifice in 
Freetown. Among the guests of honor was a group of Israeli architects and engineers, who had been working on the 
design and construction of the building for the past seven months, a job no English firm accepted due to what they 
claimed was an unrealistic timetable. 
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This was the first of a series of high- profile governmental, educational, and recreational building projects in post-
independence sub- Saharan African states that Israeli architects and construction companies undertook in the following 
decade. Under the banner of “technical cooperation”, Israel exported its experience in nation- building as an antidote 
to the colonial “not yet” paradigm, and promoted itself as a mid-way model between capitalism and communism for 
rapid social and economic development. By examining this project, this paper addresses the ideological and operational 
contingencies embedded in this neo-colonial modality of transnational exchange. 
The Sierra Leone parliament project brings to the fore the ambiguous role of prestigious architectural projects in 
post- independence sub- Saharan African states. As both a vehicle for a self- help based national economy and the 
paradigmatic representative of the social and national qualities this would entail, the project reveals the complex tension 
existed between governance and representation. I will explore this relationship in light of the Israeli foreign ministry 
cooperation campaign and the project’s temporal contingency with the Israeli parliament project. Based on this case 
study and its historical failure, my paper will focus on the illusive temporal ellipsis suggested by architectural objects as 
the embodiments and harbingers of infrastructural development.

The Intriguing and Forgotten Exchanges between Yugoslav Architects and Kenzo Tange’s Office 
in the Master Plan for the Reconstruction of Skopje
Mirjana Lozanovska — Deakin University
After the 1963 earthquake, which is said to have destroyed more than 65% of the urban fabric, Skopje, capital city of the 
Republic of Macedonia (then in Yugoslavia) became a centre of architectural activity. The United Nations organised a 
restricted international competition for the reconstruction of Skopje, inviting four foreign firms and four Yugoslavian 
firms. Tange’s submission received 60% of the first prize, and was asked to co-operate with the 40% winning firm, 
Miscevik and Wenzler, from Zagreb to develop the design idea. By the third phase Tange’s key elements, the ‘City Wall’ 
and the ‘City Gate’ were created and adjusted to local parameters. These remain definitive elements today even in the 
context of a messy transition to a capitalist society. 
What can this project tell us about post WWII modernism reinscribed in Japan, and the kinds of internationalism 
that the United Nations constructed? Several factors disrupt both international modernism and regionalism as a 
predominant framework as neither Japan nor Yugoslavia were strictly positioned in terms of east/west cultural divisions 
or Soviet/US geopolitical divisions. The striking planning ideas Tange had theorised in his Tokyo Bay were developed 
and realized in the proposal for Skopje. In the process of the project more direct and intricate exchanges between 
Tange’s office and architects and planners in the then Federal Republic of Macedonia evolved. As a part of non-aligned 
communist Yugoslavia, students from Skopje began to be educated abroad. Tange’s influence on local architectural 
culture was not always direct, but it revitalised architectural activity in Skopje and generated a stream of innovative 
modernist edifices and complexes. 
This paper explores Tange’s masterplan for Skopje as an exception to the familiar patterns of architectural exchange and 
poses questions for some present-day dichotomies that structure ways of doing history and interpreting theory. 

Constructing Non-Alignment: Anatomy of Relationships
Dubravka Sekulić — independent scholar Belgrade
The most articulated alternative position to bipolar division of the world during Cold War was Non-aligned 
movement (NAM), that was an attempt of newly decolonised countries to trace their own trajectory of development 
and modernisation, that wouldn’t necessarily fall under the influence of neither US nor Soviet Union. This trajectory 
was influenced greatly by the doctrine of active peaceful coexistence articulated by  Yugoslavia, the founding, and the 
only European member of NAM. The newly decolonized African and Asian countries that were joining NAM, eagerly 
starting construction of their new societies, found a natural partner in construction companies from the most developed 
country in the movement. One of them, Energoprojekt (EP), was exceptionally successful and used NAM connections 
to enter new markets and continued to spread even after the political influence faded. One of the first countries they 
started working in was Nigeria, in which EP even founded a joint company with the government (NECCO) in the late 
60s. This paper focuses on one project that EP did in Nigeria, the largest and the most complex one, “International 
Trade Fair Lagos” (designed by Zoran Bojovic, constructed 1974-1977) in order to understand better the relationship 
between non-aligned Yugoslav construction company and its Nigerian peers. How the project’s design was influenced 
by the Yugoslav modernism and the knowledge gathered in previous projects of EP in Nigeria; which local materials and 
expertise were used on the construction site and what was imported from Yugoslavia; what was the feedback from the 
project both in local and Yugoslav professional context; are just some of the questions that will help unpack the nature 
of non-aligned quest for development. Or to put it bluntly, how did solidarity expressed as one of the leitmotifs of NAM 
materialise in construction practices.
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