
The first EAHN International Meeting in Guimarães (2010) hosted a Roundtable session entitled “Setting a Research 
Agenda for Colonial Architecture and Urban Planning: Current and Emerging Themes and Tools.” One of the key 
points to emerge from this session was the need to investigate further notions of agency and networking in relation to 
architectural production in European empires. It was acknowledged that the tendency of post-colonial theory had been to 
homogenise and/or essentialise the “coloniser,” leaving little if any indication of the precise motivations, agendas, and 
allegiances (even nationalities) of those involved in the European colonial project. However, there were many different 
and oftentimes conflicting agencies bound up in the imperial enterprise, including missionaries, merchants, soldiers, 
administrators, educators, and explorers. Although these agencies had overlapping interests, they did not necessarily 
view empire or colonisation in the same way. This often led to conflict and division within the colonising power itself. A 
more complex and nuanced understanding of these agencies (and actors) vis-à-vis architecture is now required.
Among the more prominent if understudied of these agencies was Christianity in the guise of missionaries. Operating 
at what was considered to be the frontier of European civilisation, missionaries worked to transform the non-European 
world in very specific and identifiable ways. Architecture was nearly always instrumental in this process. Such men 
often relied upon local and extended ecclesiastical networks as conduits through which to exchange architectural 
knowledge. For example, the networks through which Anglican clergymen communicated ideas about architecture 
during the nineteenth century were global in extent, giving their buildings a remarkable degree of consistency wherever 
they were found. The transmission and maintenance of this knowledge then became crucial to how the colonial Church 
of England as an organisation signalled its purpose and intent.
This session will deal specifically with networking and its effects within colonial church and missionary organisations 
in European imperial contexts—i.e., how networking was fundamental to the spread and consolidation of particular 
architectural forms and spaces. It will also consider how global and missionary Christianity acted as a form of agency 
in its own right, thereby both complicating and stratifying our understanding of the “coloniser” and colonial society 
through built form.

Missionary Architecture as Architecture without Architects?: Making sense of Catholic 
Missionary Architecture in the Belgian Congo, 1890-1960
Bram Cleys — Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium
The architectural historian of Catholic missionary work in the Kasai area of the Belgian Congo is confronted with a 
puzzling subject of study. On the one hand, building was for the Catholic missionaries an almost daily practice; the 
material legacy they left behind is impressive. Each of the over 70 mission stations or urban parishes was equipped with 
a church, a residence for the missionaries, and a school. The larger stations had separate quarters for male and female 
missionaries, several schools, medical facilities, socio-cultural infrastructure, not to mention the many workshops or 
farm buildings operated by them. On the other hand, almost no written traces are left as to the architectural decisions 
related to them. While much physical evidence is left behind, offering the historian basic information such as the 
identification of the building and, at best, its principal builder, few other facts are available. If building was a daily 
practice, then it was one that seems to have been done with little or no conscious reflection. 
This paper will attempt to make sense of this architectural oeuvre by focusing on the principal actors responsible 
for it, the mission brothers. These men, while not consecrated as priests, were members of the religious institutes 
working in Kasai and were in charge of most of the practical tasks necessary for the day-to-day operation of the mission 
stations. They had in general a working-class background and had only enjoyed limited education before being sent 
to the mission context, almost exclusively preparing them to be members of their religious institutes with little or no 
training in the jobs that awaited them. Among their main tasks was the organization of construction teams. However, 
none of these men were specifically trained for this responsibility. The central hypothesis for this paper is that they 
amalgamated the architectural ideals they brought from home with the specific experience of building in the tropics 
they learned from their construction teams and their predecessors. In this process, they gave rise to a specifically hybrid 
architecture, combining local materials and building processes with global architectural features and Western styles.

Periodicals, Patrons, and Practitioners: The Transmission of Ecclesiological Gothic to the 
Atlantic Colonies of British North America
Peter Coffman — Carleton University, Canada
The transmission of Ecclesiological Gothic to what is now Atlantic Canada followed a path of intertwined agents 
that included texts, pattern books, bishops, parish priests, architects and builders. This network provided a means of 
transferring architectural ideas and ideals, but also of distorting them through error, dissent, or practical necessity.
This paper will explore the network of affiliations and personal relationships that enabled the architecture of medieval 
England to become the architecture of Victorian New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Particular attention 
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will be paid to episcopal patrons such as John Medley and Edward Feild, their clergyman/architect colleagues such as 
William Grey and J.J. Curling, and the relationship of all of them to the ideological roots of the movement in England. 
Collectively, these agents embraced, adapted and spread a diverse architectural language that would be broadly 
acknowledged as ‘English’.

From the Alps to the Indian Ocean: Transnational Church Architecture and the Benedictine 
Mission in East Africa, 1880s-1960s
Christine Egger — Ludwig Maximilians University Munich, Germany
‘In the 19th and early 20th century, missionaries … were located in the centre of national or even global networks …. 
Probably, they constituted the most important transmission belt bringing not only Altötting to Addis Abeda, but also 
Addis Abeda to Altötting. … The missionaries … were the central figures of this transmission belt; they stood at the 
intersection of various activities.’ (R. Habermas, ‘Mission im 19. Jahrhundert: Globale Netze des Religiösen,’ Historische 
Zeitschrift, vol. 56 (2008), pp. 640-41.)
Intending to combine missionary activity and monastic monkhood, in 1884 the Swiss priest Andreas Amrhein founded 
the Missionary Benedictines. For this reason, he followed the example of the medieval Benedictine order. Two years 
later, in 1886, Amrhein established a ‘mother house’ for his growing community in the small castle at Emming (Upper 
Bavaria), and, with it, the first German mission house. The monastic village was named St. Ottilien. 
From here Christianity was taken into the world, beginning in German East Africa. In spite of his own great enthusiasm 
for African culture, Amrhein never visited any mission territory. However, from the very beginning the Missionary 
Benedictines were a translocal, transregional, and transnational orientated organisation, relying on a global network to 
orchestrate their activities. 
One activity that demonstrated the efficacy of this network was church building. For example, Sacred Heart Abbey in 
St. Ottilien (1887-1889) and St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Dar es Salaam (1889-1902) were constructed at the same time, 
showing many architectural similarities. Funding for both buildings was collected in Europe. The ‘building brothers’ 
compared their experiences in each location, while the interiors were decorated by artists from European monasteries, 
with the fabric being built by Italians and Africans. In this sense, the history of the Missionary Benedictines is also 
the history of its buildings. From the 1960s, African influences intensified. Tanzanian sacred art became part of every 
church building and the colourful paintings of the Missionary Benedictine F. Polykarp Uehlein have given a unique 
dimension to what is now the independent Tanzanian church.

Between Principles and Means: The Evolution of French Architecture in Convent Buildings in 
New France, 1640-1760
Matthieu Lachance — Independent Scholar, Canada
The architecture of French religious institutions established in Quebec City during the 17th century incorporated 
contemporary theories and practices found in France. The representative nature of architectural order in these buildings may 
be interpreted as reflecting the ambitions of the religious communities and their leaders. But it also set the founding design 
principles congruent with the religious missionary endeavour: to build a New World faithful to the ideals of Europe.
The first developments between 1640 and 1680 adopted an organic pattern similar to older medieval convents in 
France. However, the settlement project, stated in the programme for royal colonies after 1663, resulted in a change 
of scale and architectural refinement. Larger buildings, combined with carefully-planned layouts and more elaborate 
facade compositions, appeared as key concerns among the different religious communities. For instance, the expertise 
of the Jesuits as demonstrated through the architecture of their college (Collège des Jésuites) explains the influence they 
exerted on religious institutional architecture in Quebec City at this time.
By the 18th century the local context began to impose some pragmatic revisions on these European ideals. The coldness 
of the climate compared to France, combined with the limited means of a modestly lucrative and under-populated 
settlement, meant that the architecture was forced to adapt. A building tradition therefore emerged in which academic 
references mellowed under the pressure of local conditions in an attempt to balance formal representation against 
design performance. Under British rule from 1760, further adjustments were introduced.
Measured drawings produced since 2006 have addressed both the monastery buildings and hospital of the Augustinian 
Sisters at the Ursulines Convent. An understanding of their idealised plans in comparison with their gradual development 
over three centuries provides a useful case study on the changes in architectural design and the evolution of a young nation.

It can be Neogothic, but where should we situate the Front Façade?: Building the Wallace 
Memorial Church in Lubumbashi (DRCongo), 1924-1932
Johan Lagae — Ghent University, Belgium
Today, the Wallace Memorial Church, also known as the Methodist church, occupies a prominent position in the urban 
landscape of Lubumbashi, the mining city in the Southern province of Katanga, in what is now the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. The building, constructed in a flamboyant neo-gothic style between 1928 and 1939, ends the vista of one of the main 
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avenues of the city center, along with the landmark Catholic Cathedral erected in the early 1920s. Yet, the Wallace Memorial 
church was actually situated outside the ‘ville européenne,’ located in what was the ‘zone neutre’ or ‘cordon sanitaire.’
The building of the Wallace Memorial Church occurred at a moment in time when tensions between the Protestant 
and Catholic missionary congregations in Lubumbashi were rising, as both were eager to gain control over the African 
population, albeit with different agendas. The Congo Evangelistic Mission of the United Methodist Church, with its 
network of missions that crossed the boundaries of the Belgian Congo, was even seen as a threat by the catholic 
hierarchy and Belgian colonial officials alike for its potential to undermine the territorial project of Belgian Africa. 
Investigating these two churches, as well as the Jewish synagogue that was built at precisely the same time, thus has a 
lot to tell us about the cosmopolitan nature of colonial society in Lubumbashi and the tensions and struggles that existed 
between the various groups that composed the city’s white community.
By providing a detailed building history of the Wallace Memorial Church and relating it to the conflict between Protestants 
and Catholics, this paper will illustrate how this church did not result from an explicit agenda to construct an imposing 
edifice, but rather is the product of a long, internal discussion within the international network of the Protestant 
missionaries. Thus, the building of the Wallace Memorial Church reminds us of the importance of understanding 
the colonial built environment as the product of a complex agency that cannot be grasped by looking exclusively at the 
colony-métropole relationship or understood via the essentializing categories of colonizer-colonized.
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