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Although the study of architecture magazines and periodicals has sparked renewed 
scholarly interest during the last decades, the wide range of “training documents” 
published for educational purposes by institutions educating architects, civil and 
military engineers in Europe has never been subject to scrutiny. 

In addition to royal and private academies in the eighteenth century and the 
wide adoption the Beaux-Arts school’s ateliers system in the nineteenth century, 
architecture was also taught in other institutions such as engineering schools, 
regional schools of architecture, schools for applied arts as well as other professional 
institutes. All of them prepared their students to design various types of projects 
according to the professions to which they designated themselves. Within this 
frame, a large range of manuscript and printed material among which school 
manuals, teaching handbooks, graphic models sheets, exercise handouts and 
three-dimensional models, was used to frame and to shape a common body of 
references to the various building trades. 

While recent historiography reveals a multiplication of studies in the field of 
architecture publications, no study has ever been undertaken at large on this grey 
educational production which often remained uncatalogued in schools’ archives 
when not scattered away with the closure of the institutions. This lack of research 
can be partly explained by the short-lived nature of this material, either manuscript 
or modestly lithographed in the own schools’ print shops, which was often updated 
and reprinted according to changes in the educational programs. Nevertheless, the 
study of this mere “body of knowledge” and common references seems pivotal to 
us. Its recording and analysis will enable to envision the full realm of architectural 
training as a global and collective process associated with scholarly knowledge 
such as geometry, sciences of engineering or art history. It will also replace the 
training process at the heart of the act of architectural teaching and educating. 

The purpose of this session is thus to share about the still marginal place of 
training publications produced in Europe (including the ones issued by small or 
local institutions). We invite papers that will discuss the state of research and the 
methodological challenges regarding this complex and manifold material such as: 
how to tackle the corpus of educational publications in order to create a “global 
listing of teaching material”? How to analyse these tools (drawings, scrapbooks, 
models) and methods (principles, examples, demonstrations...)? How architectural 
and technical design and invention were taught? 

the spoils of architectural training: 
studying school manuals, teaching handbooks and exercises 
sheets in europe (18th to 19th centuries)
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