
session proposal

EAHN
EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY NETWORK SECOND INTERNATIONAL MEETING

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM   31 MAY - 3 JUNE 2012PALAIS DES ACADEMIES

EAHN
EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY NETWORK SECOND INTERNATIONAL MEETING

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM   31 MAY - 3 JUNE 2012PALAIS DES ACADEMIES

CONFERENCE CHAIR
Hilde Heynen

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Jorge Correia, University of Minho 
Krista De Jonge, K.U.Leuven
Adrian Forty, UCLondon 
Hilde Heynen, K.U.Leuven 
Mari Hvattum, AHO Oslo 
Susan Klaiber, independent scholar
Dietrich Neumann, Brown University 
Edoardo Piccoli, Politecnico di Torino
Belgin Turan, METU Ankara 
David Vanderburgh, UCLouvain

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Thomas Coomans, K.U.Leuven
Dirk De Meyer, UGent
Els De Vos, Artesis Hogeschool Antwerpen
Rika Devos, UGent
Jean-Louis Genard, ULB, Faculté    
 d’architecture La Cambre-Horta
Janina Gosseye, K.U.Leuven
Hilde Heynen, K.U.Leuven
Ruth Hommelen, St. Lucas
Bernard Kormoss, Université de Liège
Judith le Maire, ULB, Faculté d’architecture
 La Cambre-Horta
Piet Lombaerde, Universiteit Antwerpen
Anne-Françoise Morel, UGent
Sven Sterken, St. Lucas
Francis Strauven, UGent
Koenraad Van Cleempoel, UHasselt
Jean-Louis Vanden Eynde, UCL

IMPORTANT DATES
September 30, 2011: 
submission of abstract to session chairs

October 31, 2011: 
notification of acceptance

March 15, 2012:
submission of full papers

May 31- June 3, 2012: 
2nd EAHN international conference in 
Brussels

The complete Call for Papers and Discussion Positions can be downloaded at 
the meeting website: www.eahn2012.org — or at EAHN website: www.eahn.org.

The focus of this panel is the planning history of holiday resorts in Socialist 
countries and their physical and economic transformations after the fall of 
the Iron Curtain. After World War II, mass tourism started to be perceived 
as a driving force for the economic development of landscapes that had been 
marginalized before not only in Western but also in Eastern Europe. Segregation 
of urban space into zones for production and reproduction was expanded to 
a much larger scale: in Socialist countries too, spaces of leisure were planned 
and built at the peripheries of cities, on the mountains and at seashores, e.g. 
at the shores of the Bulgarian, Rumanian and then-USSR Black Sea or at the 
shores of the Mediterranean Sea of the then-non-aligned Yugoslavia. Socialist 
countries, however, needed more serious ideological argumentation than their 
Western counterparts before starting their effort: therefore they first introduced 
a so-called “social tourism”, subsidized holidays in cheap and therefore simple 
accommodations, built and run by workers’ unions, youth organisations, the 
army, and big companies for their own employees. Although first facilities 
were already developed in the 1930s in fascist Italy (Dopolavoro) and Germany 
(Kraft durch Freude), during the Popular Front government in France, in Great 
Britain (Billy Butlin’s Holiday Camps), in Sweden and in communist USSR, their 
success was limited due to the overall economic crisis and the beginning war. 
The most important preconditions for mass tourism, growth of economy and 
paid holidays for workers were only realized after World War II. The liberation 
after Stalin’s death enabled several Socialist countries to heavily invest in the 
design and construction of tourist resorts – and many of those were opened to 
foreign tourists as well.

Papers therefore should emphasize the planning history of Socialist holiday resorts 
on all scales, from traffic infrastructure (hubs, harbours, stations, airports), to 
spatial, urban and landscape design, to building typologies and interiors. Papers 
might also deal with the ideological arguments and the shift from collective 
experience to individual hedonistic encounters. Papers may also emphasize the 
process of post-Socialist transformation of their physical status (abandonment, 
restoration, refurbishment, or rebuilding) and their economic status (private, 
semi-private, public) including problems such as restitution of land expropriated 
during communist revolutions, unclear building regulations and corruption, as 
well as their adaption to the demands of a much more differentiated tourism and 
a very powerful real estate market. 
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