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Analysis of the intersection between architecture and politics is central to the 
interdisciplinary project of current architectural history. Yet the ways in which we 
define the ”political” and the aspects of politics with which we engage vary widely. 
For some, especially historians of modern architecture, a political analysis means 
the dissection of discourses of knowledge/power, or the spectacle, as instantiated 
in buildings, and architectural or urbanistic culture more generally. Others 
investigate the ways postcolonial theory might illuminate not only the emergence 
of “hybrid” architectures, but those same architectures’ (paradoxical) alignment 
in the service of the hard polarities of party politics, too. Studies of earlier periods 
have considered architecture’s mobilization in the service of the state, the city, 
and other claimants to authority, and have examined the ways in which the 
“jurisdiction”, that form of property which is at once a territory and a power, or a 
privilege, was affirmed and secured through architectural means. Others engage 
with politics as an arena of conflict between ideologies (or less coherent bundles 
of ideas and aims) within which architecture and its destruction are used as tools 
or weapons; or with the fine grain of legislation around property ownership, 
planning and infrastructure in which the state and the built environment are 
inseparably implicated. The importance of specificity and care in the delineation 
of the particular geopolitical conditions is widely accepted, but less attention is 
perhaps paid to the fluidity of these conditions and their internal contestation. 

Close attention to what, exactly, we are doing when we engage with architecture 
in political context, or with a politics of architecture, can reinvigorate the 
discussion. We invite abstracts for a roundtable consisting of brief (circa ten-
minute) position papers presenting a methodological approach to the analysis of 
architecture, design, landscapes or cityscapes in political context, illustrated by 
one or two examples. (Paired papers will each be followed by open discussion, 
with the chairs providing a summary analysis at the end of the session.) Because 
the aim is to enable fruitful dialogues, papers originating in work on any period, 
ancient to modern, and any part of the world are welcomed.

politics and architecture: definitions, methods, possibilities
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