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The architectural model represents a particular mode of reflection. Oscillating 
between the abstract and the concrete, the model is a working tool for conceiving, 
developing, and communicating form and space, as well as an exhibition object in 
its own right. Representing a tradition as real and influential as built architecture, 
the history of the architectural model spans from prophesy to documentation; 
invoking the possible, the unachievable, the typical, the utopian, the rejected, the 
permanent and the past.

Recently, models have attracted much attention in the context of twenty-first-
century design approaches that rely on computer technologies as well as in 
research on Renaissance and nineteenth-century themes. Our question is: what 
happened to models in the twentieth century? Did they change character during 
the period identified with modernism and its legacy, when plaster signified a 
return to the past and the computer had not fully emerged as a design medium? 

We welcome papers that look at models in the context of the design process or 
the subsequent representation, explanation or exhibition of new architectural 
designs and ideas in this period. Models were used to introduce new ideas to 
the public throughout the century: earlier, at MoMA’s “Modern Architecture – 
International Style” exhibition and later in the 1981 “Idea as Model” produced 
by New York’s IAUS. Were their uses of the model new or derivative of earlier 
practices? At a time when structure and materials were viewed as generators 
of architectural form, did architects adapt the engineer’s empirical approach 
to the model as a design tool? What role did models play in the identification 
of space and transparency as a constituent element of architecture? Did they 
address changing social practices? Other topics to consider are the materiality 
of models, particular architects’ changing use of models; or the role of models 
in the conceptualization of architecture. We are interested in papers that address 
the issue thematically or with case studies.

new ideas, new models?  architectural representation and its 
objects in the twentieth century
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